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Editor's Desk           

Welcome to the first edition of Access2books’ 

quarterly newsletter—The Forge. The first 

edition is always a challenge, but we embrace it. 

It’s a learning phase and our best work lies 

ahead of us in the not too distant future. 
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The Forge embodies us. Our premises are set on 

the foundations of an old forge. The remnants 

are embedded in the trees outside. In addition, 

we create dual format accessible books from 

popular stories but remain true to the spirit of 

the narrative. 

We are forging links with the print disabled      

community and those involved in making       

important decisions on their behalf. This 

includes local libraries, SEN settings, 

booksellers, individuals, etc.  

The Forge will help us establish a strong, 

enduring and successful relationship through 

providing information related to our work and 

industry and keep you abreast of current 

developments, work in progress or completion.  

It will help you in planning and budgeting. Above 

all, we’ll get to know each other better. Enjoy 

this edition. 

 

Joseph Nthini  

Editor
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Festival Time Series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Festival Time Series is a set of eight books 

that cover different religious festivals. These 

include Eight Candles to Light; Lanterns and             

Firecrackers, Four Special Questions; Lighting 

a Lamp, etc. Eileen Finch talks about The 

Festival Time Series in this Q&A session. 

How did the Festival Time Series come about?                  

I could see the books we had needed some       

diversity. They were the most popular children’s  

 

 

books but didn’t really include anything about 

the communities. Then I went to a meeting with 

West Sussex Library and they recommended two 

books. When I asked the publisher for a licence 

to publish the two books, Frances Lincoln 

Publishers recommended the whole series.  

Why do you think the books are so important?     

The community of disabled people who need 

access are diverse. I want people to get books 

that are interesting to them, and relate to them 

personally and they are loved. That sounds 

serious when you are talking about children’s 

picture books, but there is a diverse availability 

of content in that series. 

What is the Festival Time Series?                         

They are reasons for children to read about 
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different faith festivals. It is a very important      

aspect of our community to read about. It is      

good to show different family activities. I’m 

looking forward to getting those books out and 

doing more that are for children, but include 

different family setups.  

What is the main objective? 

There are two objectives. What do we look like? 

What does this project look like? I want this 

project to look like it’s interesting to everybody. 

It’s not just interested in disabled people. This is 

about book sharing. I am interested in 

everybody. I want everybody to feel like they 

can relate to these stories. So it is about us, and 

what we look like, and it is about the community 

and their involvement and participation.  

What is the current status of the books? 

The Festival Time Series is available now. You 

can order all eight of the titles on our website. 



The Forge   Edition No. 1  

Produced by Access2books © Access2books 2015 

5 

Picture: Alex Strick at the Inclusive Minds 
Festival at the Southbank in London.  

Word Up With Alex Strick 

I have always been passionate about equality 

and inclusion, and also a great lover of books.   

Career-wise, I worked both in the disability 

sector and also the book world (at Booktrust) 

before becoming freelance in 2002.  I continue 

to work on many Booktrust projects and 

resources including the ‘Bookmark’ website 

dedicated to books and disability issues.  

I’m co-founder of a new collective called 

Inclusive Minds which runs events, training and 

projects aimed at improving diversity in books.  

I also co-run a small UK organization called 

Outside in World which is dedicated to 

promoting and exploring books from around the 

world.   

We’re currently running an Arts Council funded 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

project collecting best practice in relation to 

accessible and inclusive books from around the 

world to share with the UK book sector.   

I believe very strongly that all children have the 

right to access books and see themselves in 

books. So I work closely with writers, illustrators 
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and publishers to encourage them to be as 

inclusive as possible.  

I am also co-author of Max the Champion, a fun 

mainstream picture book which subtly features 

around 40 positive images of disabled people.   

I am delighted to be linked with Access2Books 

and hope I can help this amazing organisation to 

develop its activities and explore new 

opportunities. 

 Alex Strick helps to promote Access2books 

and provides guidance and support to the 

project. [Editor’s note.] 

 

 

How Stargardt’s turned grandmother into a book 

publisher 

Eileen Finch is a blind grandmother based in 

Leighton Buzzard. She was diagnosed with     

Stargardt’s at the age of 30.  

Her central vision started disappearing along 
with her access to standard print but she still 
wanted to read to her grandchildren but there 
was nothing suitable on the market.  

Eileen wanted to produce books of the same 

quality found in bookshops, the type of books 

children love. Therefore, she set about starting 

Access2books and creating children’s books in a 

unique format. They are in giant print with 

Braille and specially adapted illustrations. All 

the books are individually handmade. 
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It took her over a year to reach publishing 
status. During that time, she faced numerous 
challenges. She painstakingly researched current 
provisions; obtained an IP Copyright License. She 
also had to obtain permission from the 
publishers of thirty of the most popular 
children’s books in the UK.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture: Eileen at the centre of attraction at the 
School of Social Entrepreneurs. 

In addition, Eileen had to figure out her way to 

obtain ISBN numbers. Apart from the legal 

technicalities of the publishing industry, she 

also had many other production challenges such 

as finding the right paper.  

It was almost impossible binding books with a 

combination of Braille and print. She had to 

design and make her own binding equipment to 

‘side-staple’ the spine. 

Her project stalled more than once because of 

mistakes and lack of funding. She started off 

using a manual guillotine but it was heavy work 

and inaccurate. So, she changed to an electric 

one.  

Each time the project stalled, she got positive 

feedback about her work and prototype books. 

She eventually launched the not-for-profit 

project ‘Access2books’. Her books are ordered by 



The Forge   Edition No. 1  

Produced by Access2books © Access2books 2015 

8 

Picture: Our accessible books on 

display on the shelves of Peter’s 

Books in store. 

schools and community libraries, individual 

orders and charities.  

Eileen is a graduate of the Lloyds sponsored 

programme at the London School for Social 

Entrepreneurs. She was recently invited to 

exhibit her work at the Lloyds’ Charity Event 

held in Loosely Park in Guildford, Surrey.  

She believes that ‘the social impact of getting 

the books widely available will benefit not only 

disabled children and adults, but could be 

educational for those who don’t yet understand 

accessible information and supportive of those 

professionals trying to make information 

available to more people.’  

She aims ‘to increase the number of libraries 

stocking these books, make in-roads into 

education, expand into the retail industry and 

publish internationally.’ 
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She has started making inroads into this arena 

by establishing partnerships and contacts like 

Paths to Literacy, WIPO and World Blind Union. 

 

   

 

 

Five Facts about Access2books 

In September 2014, Eileen    

celebrated 3 years as a 

publisher.  

Access2books has distributed 

over 5000 books in three years.  

Her vision is to publish 100 

titles. She has published 62 

books to date.  

These include The Gruffalo, 

Aliens Love Underpants, Giraffes 

Can’t Dance, Who’s in the Loo, 

etc. 

She runs Access2books with her 

partner Mike O’Sullivan and a 

team of part timers and 

volunteers.  
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Access2books made the top 5 of the PwC Social 

Entrepreneurs Club Awards. We were nominated 

in the Social Impact category. The list of 

nominees’ included: 

Rainmakers Worldwide: they provide 

transformational experiences for young people 

or adults in the UK. These are people from 

challenging and marginalised backgrounds. They 

help them to support themselves though a 

unique blend of empowerment, education, 

enterprise and employment. 

 

Sky Badger: it is an internet based charity that 

is dedicated to finding adventure and help for 

disabled children and their families. It connects 

them with charities, opportunities and existing 

services most families don’t even know exist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enabling Enterprise: their intention is to work 

in partnership with top businesses, including 

PwC, to bring the world of work into the 

classroom via challenge days, projects and trips 

Picture: Eileen Finch sharing a joke with Mark 

Graham from PwC. 
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to those businesses. 

 

Access2books: transcribes, produces, publishes 

and distributes dual access books with Braille, 

giant print [75 point] and specially adapted 

pictures for people who happen to be blind or 

visually impaired. Have distributed over 5000 

books in about two years. 

 

Building Lives: they transform unloved, disused 

community spaces into bespoke training 

academies with deprived communities. They 

offer free paid apprenticeships. In collaboration, 

they’ve established 10 training academies across 

London which helps secure more than 50 local 

people per year.  

 

The inaugural Social Entrepreneurs Awards 

recognise club members for their excellence in 

two categories.  

These are social impact and sustainability. The 

winner of each category walks away with £5000 

helping them to extend or expand their projects. 

 

The winners also receive an award trophy. The 

trophy is made by Cr8 using recycled items. Cr8 

is a social enterprise. They design and create 

bespoke products. They provide homeless people  

and people who are at risk to gain work 

experience and qualifications. This helps them 

with the opportunity to get back to work. 

 

The event was held at the Brigade Bar and 

Bistro. It was started by chef founder Simon 

Boyle. His Beyond Food foundations offers work 

experience, catering skills and qualifications for 

people at risk of, or who have experienced 

homelessness. 
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Unfortunately, we didn’t win the prize. It went to 

Rainmakers Worldwide.  

 

However, the nomination taught us that we are 

on the right track and that we are doing many 

things right. We have the opportunity to grow 

and learn from our experiences.  

 

From our humble beginnings, this was a major  

coup for us because our initial goal was to 

publish a few books but we have exceeded our 

expectations by far. 

 

The extra publicity was fabulous for our project 

and so was their endorsement. It rubberstamped 

our credibility and reinforced our social presence 

as a force to reckon with in the future. 
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In the Spotlight 
 
My name is Sue Hendra, I’ve been writing and 
illustrating children’s books for almost twenty 
years and I love my job. I’m ashamed to say that 
it wasn’t until I met the team from 
Access2books that I considered how children or 
parents with sight impairments enjoy picture 
books together.  
 
Surely picture books are the way that most 
children under five enjoy sharing stories with 
their parents or carers. Personally, there’s 
nothing I like more than snuggling up with my 
little girl and enjoying a picture book, it’s 
blissful. In doing this we enjoy being together, 
going on a journey and through that journey 
learn and make sense of the world around us.  
 
The Access2books team showed me popular 
picture books in Giant print and Braille versions. 
Enlarging text and adding braille wasn’t all that 
was different about these books. It struck me 
that enlarging parts of the illustrations is a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture: Sue Hendra with a giant print and Braille 
version of Norman the Slug and His Silly Shell 
 
clever way to help tell the story for someone 
with a sight impairment. Making picture books 
accessible to all adults and children can only 
ever be a good thing. I am fully in support of, 
and excited by, the work that Access2books are 
doing. Look out for my interview in the next 
edition of this newsletter.  
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Picture: Phoebe and Ryan bonding over Nan’s 
handmade book, Shark in the Park.
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Contributors required 

If you would like to contribute to our upcoming 

issues or be a part of our focus groups, please 

get in touch with us. All the contact details are 

in the side panel.  

Join us on Social Media 

   

   

 

 

 Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

services and products.   

Access2books 

7A Waterloo Road 

Leighton Buzzard, Beds 

LU7 2QN 

(01525) 853825 

media@access2books.org 

Visit us on the web at 

http://access2books.com/ 

http://access2books.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/eileenfinch376/
https://twitter.com/Access2books
https://www.facebook.com/Access2Books?ref=hl
https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=220336500&trk=spm_pic

